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UNVEILLINCOLNSTATUE 


GIFT  OF  E.  B.  WILSON  AND  WIFE 


Exercises   Will   Take  Place  Saturday 
Afternoon,    September    21,   at 


The  dedication  of  the  Lincoln 
statue,  which  overlooks  the  Lincoln 
Highway  from  the  south  side  of  the 
Court  House  grounds,  will  occur  on 
Saturday  afternoon  of  this  week, 
September  21,  at  2:30  o'clock.  The 
heroic  'figure  is  being  put  in  place  this 
week  on  the  temporary  base  which 
has  been  provided  for  it.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  exercises  may  be  held  out  of 
doors,  as  the  attendance  will  be  large 
and  there  is  no  auditorium  in  the  city 
which  would  enable  all  to  enjoy  the 
program. 

The  secret  as  to  the  givers  of  this 
magnificent  patriotic  figure  "to  the 
people  of  Greene  county  and  the 
Lincoln  Highway"  is  no  longer  a 
secret.  The  donors  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Wilson,  who  a  year  ago  decided 
that  they  would  like  to  express  in 
some  tangible  and  lasting  way  their 
regard  for  Greene  county  and  for  the 
great  highway  which  crosses  it,  and 
at  the  same  time  place  upon  the 
grounds  of  the  new  Court  House  a 
piece  of  art  which  should  be  wprthy 
of  so  fine  a  setting.  This  magnificent 
bronze  is  a  result  of  their  generous 
impulse,  and  it  is  so  fine  and  so  much 
prized  a  gift  that  words  are  not 
easily  found  to  express  the  public 
pleasure  and  appreciation  which  is 
felt.  When  Mr.  Wilson  decided  to  go 
to  France  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  it  was 
deemed  most  appropriate  to  dedicate 
the  statue  before  he  left,  and  so  a 
temporary  base  has  been  made  in 
j  place  of  the  marble  base  which  had 
been  intended,  and  the  exercises  of 
Saturday  will  be  not  only  a  dedica- 
tion, but  an  appreciation  and  a  fare- 
well also. 

Following  is  the  dedicatory  pro- 
I  gram : 

Music,   Drum   Corps. 

Invocation,  Bishop  Matt.  S.  Hughes. 

Song,    Quartet. 

Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address,  by 
Capt.  Albert  Head. 

Unveiling  of  Statue,  by  Geo.  H. 
Thomas  Post,  G.  A   R. 

Music,   Drum   Corps. 

Song,  Quartet. 

Dedicatory  Address,  Hon.  Michael 
F.  Healy,  of  Fort  Dodge. 

Song,   Quartet,  * 

It  is  probable  that  a     number     of 


Lincoln  Highway  officers  will  be 
present,  and  if  so  they  will  be  asked  to 
take  a  part  in  the  exercises  in  addi- 
tion to  what  is  given  above.  The  pro- 
gram of  the  Methodist  Conference  is 
so  arranged  that  Saturday  afternoon 
is  a  quiet  time  with  them,  and  they 
are  especially  invited  to  attend  the 
exercises  and  share  in  the  pleasures 
of  this  patriotic  occasion. 


UNVEIL  LINCOLN  STATUE 
/fry 

Thousands  Attend  Exercises  Incident 
to  Presentation  of  Wilson  Gift  at 
Jefferson  —  Presented  to  Greene 
County  at   Lincoln   Highway.  , 

Special  to  Times-Republican. 

Tama,  Sept.  22. ^It  was  a  perfect 
Iowa  day  that  greeted  the  3,000  or 
4,000  people  as  they  assembled  on  the 
court  house  lawn  at  Jefferson,  Satur- 
day afternoon,  to  attend  the  unveiling 
of  tho  statue  of  Lincoln  which  was 
donated  to  Greene  county  and  the  Lin- 
coln highway  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Wilson,  of  Jefferson.  The  statue  is  a 
'beautiful  work  of  art,  cast  in  bronze, 
designed  by  the  eminent  English 
sculptor,  Hastings.  It  stands  seven 
and  one-half  feet  high  on  a  granite 
base,  erected  by  the  supervisors  of 
Greene  county  and  faces  the  Lincoln 
highway  where  it  will  be  admired  by 
the  millions  of  tourists  who  will  pass 
by  on  this  thoroughfare. 

The  dedicatory  exercises  were  held 
on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son to  ngage  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in 
France  and  were  in  charge  of  Paul 
Stillman.  Judge  Albert  presided.  The 
unveiling  was  in  charge  of  the  George 
H.  Thomas  post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Jefferson, 
headed  by  the  drum  corps  Whose  bass 
drum  was  one  that  had  been  usd  }n 
recruiting  soldiers  in  the  civil  war. 

The  oration  of  the  day  was  given  by 
the  ever  masterful  M.  F.  Healey,  of 
Fort  Dodge,  who,  altho  blind,  held  his 
audience  in  close  attention  for  over  an 
hour.  Short  addresses  were  given  by 
the  principal  donor,  E.  B.  Wilson,  and 
by  Captain  Head,  of  Des  Moines  and  In 
behalf  of  the  Lincoln  Highway  Asso- 
ciation by  Parley  Sheldon,  of  Ames. 
The  Lincoln  Highway  Association  also 
was  represented  on  the  platform  by 
State  Consul  D.  E.  Goodell,  of  Tama; 
District  Consul  A.  A.  Moore,  of  Mar- 
shalltown;  County  Consuls  J.  D. 
Dewell,  of  Missouri  Valley;  Senator 
Caswell  and  W.  C.  Rollins,  of  Denison; 
W.  B.  Swaney,  of  Carroll,  and  E.  L. 
Beard,  uf  Tama. 
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Ostermann  Com- 
pletes 1918   Koad 
Season 

Returns  to  National 
Headquarters  After 
Twice  Spanning  Con- 
tinent  in-Motor  Car 

FIELD  SECRE- 
T  A  R  Y  H.  C. 
OSTERMANN  has  just 
finished  his  work  for 
1918  upon  the  road.  He 
has  been  absent  from  the 
National  Headquarters 
at  Detroit  for  the  past 
seven  months,  traveling 
by  motor  car  from  De- 
troit to  j\ew  York,  New 
York  td  San  Francisco, 
and  return,  and  covering 
every  foot  of  the  Lincoln 
Highway  between  the 
two  coasts,  in  the  course 
of  the  season  he  was  re- 
quired! to  traverse  some 
sections  of  the  route  not 
less  than  six  times. 

To  the  /Officers  and 
Directors  qf  the  Lincoln 
Highway  Association, 
Mr.  Oster^nann  brings  a 
most  optimistic  report 
covering  existing  condi- 
tions upop  the  Lincoln 
Highway,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
He  states  that  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  Associa- 
tion's continuous  effort 
in  the  matter  of  public 
education  and  of  the 
active  co-operation  of  the 
press  in  I  this  respect,  a 
far  more  general  appre- 
ciation of  the  Lincoln 
Highway  and  of  the  aims 
and  purposes  of  the  Na- 

Conlinued  on  page  8 


Lincoln  Statue  Recently  Unveiled 
at  Jefferson,  Iowa 


Gift  to  Community  and  Travelers  Upon  Lincoln 
Highway  By  Western  State  District  Consul    \ 

Situated  in  a  particularly  impressive  setting,  before  the 
beautiful  new  County  Building  of  Greene  County,  at 
Jefferson,  Iowa,  and  facing  the  Lincoln  Highway,  is  a  new 
statue  of  the  immortal  Lincoln,  recently  unveiled. 

The  figure  is  a  gift  to  the  community  and  to  the  future 
travelers  upon  the  Lincoln  Highway  from  E.  B.  Wilson, 
Western  State  District  Consul  of  the  Lincoln  Highway 
Association  for  Iowa.  Mr. Wilson  is  a  resident  of  Jefferson  and 
now    serving    as    a  tion    by    the    Hon. 

n  Parley  W.  Sheldon, 
Story  County  Con- 
sul of  the  National 
Association.  Iowa 
State  Consul 
Goodell  and  num- 
bers of  his  Associ- 
ate District  County 
and  Local  Consuls 
were  present  at 
the  dedication  at 
Jefferson. 


representative  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
with  the  United 
States  Army. 

Appropriate  exer- 
cises marked  the 
unveiling  of  the 
monument,  which 
was  dedicated  and 
accepted  on  the 
part  of  the  Lincoln 
Highway     Associa- 


E.  B.  Wilson 


Promiseo/Building 
Boom  on  Lincoln 
Highway  in  1919 

Construction  Work  to 

Go  Forward  With 

Rush  in  Coming 

Y'ear 

EVERY  confidence  is 
expressed  by  offi- 
cials of  the  Lincoln  High- 
way ^association  that 
1919  will  see  more  in  the 
way  of  actual  accom- 
plishment in  the  perma- 
nent improverheni  of  the 
great  -  transcontinental 
road  than  aiy  previous 
year  since  the  establish- 
ment! of  the  itoute  in/ 
1913i  A  dfefinite  pro- 
gram of  iijjproVements 
covering  this'  territory  in 
each  ;of  the  relet  en  states 
traversed  from  coast  to 
coast  is  nojir  Heing  pre- 
pared. 

Every  encouragement 
to  the  furtherance  of 
Lincoln  Highway  im- 
provement! ijs  afforded  by 
the  prompt  acpon  of  the 
various  governmental 
agencies  controlling  roaH 
building  iA  removing  re- 
strictions which  arose  as 
a  result  oil  ouf  participa- 
tion in  thje  w$ar.  Within 
a  week  of)  th|  signing  of 
the  armjstice,  which 
brought  tjo  an  end  the 
greatest  Jof  j  all  world 
wars,  official|  announce- 
ment was  made  at  Wash- 
ington to  the  effect  that 
permission  of  ;the  United 
States  Highways  Council 
was  no  longer  necessary 


Con.tip.ued  on  page  8 
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EDITORS  are  urged  to  reprint  any  or  all  of  the  material  in  the  "Forum ' 
They  will  be  supplied  with  the  illustrations  upon  request 
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This  statue  is  situated  in  a  particularly  impressive  setting 

before  the  beautiful  County  Court  House  of  Greene  County,  Iowa, 

facing   what  was  known  as  the  "Lincoln  Highway"  when  the  statu* 

was  dedicated  in  Sept.  1918.  It  is  of  heroic  size  placed  on  a 

suitable   base.  This  bronze  statue  was  designed  by  the  English 

Hastings^ 
Sculptor  and  made  by  bureau  Bros,  of  Philadelphia.lt  is  thought 

by  competent  critics  that  no  finer  pose  had  been  produced  by  any 

artist*  To  stand  before  it  and  look  up  into  the  calm,  dignified 

face,   to  see  its  rugged  presence  is  to  come  under  the  spell  of 

our  great  Lincoln.  The  statue  itself  is  imperishable.  It  is  cast 

put  of  solid  fcronze  an&  time  will  not  corrode  or  destroy  it. 

On  the  base  supporting  the  majestic  figure  in  bronze  is  a  large 

bronze  tallet  containing  these  mords; 

:     With  Malice  Toward  None  : 

With  Charity  for  All 
:     With  firmness  in  the  Right 

As  God  §ives  Us  To  See  the  Right       : 

Let  Us  Strive  on  to  Finish 

:        The  Work  We  Are  In;  : 

To  Care  for  Him 

Who  Shall  Have  Borne  the  Battle;      : 

And  for  his  Widow  and  Orphan; 

To  Bind  up  the  Nationfs  Wounds; 
To  Do  all  Which  May  Achieve  and  Cherish 
:      A  Just  and  Lasting  Peace  : 

Among  Ourselves  and  with  all  Nations*, 

The  statue  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.B.   ilson  of  Jefferson,  Imra, 
who  have  lived  in  Jefferson  for  over  thirty  years  and  are  public- 
spirited  in  many  civic  ways.  Mr.  Wilson  is  an  attorney  well  known 
in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

The  Wilsons  are  ardent  admirers  of  Lincoln  and  feel  there  will 
be  a  lasting  impression  made  upon  the  people  year  after  year  as  they 

pass  this  statute  of  Lincoln-  and  read  the  inscription  and  look 
into  the  face  of  this  heroic  figure  in  bronze  of  Lincoln-  whose 
life  is  the  epic  of  Americanism. 
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LINCOLN   \57  NATIONA 
LIFE  FOUNDATION 


Louis  A.  warren 

HISTORICAL  RESEARCH  DIRECTOR 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Research  bureau 
interprets  the  life  of  lincoln  as  re- 
vealed in  authorized  public   records 
and  original  manuscripts. 


Library  Bureau 
gathers  and  catalogues  all  classes  of 
lincoln  literature  for  its  reference 

LIBRARY. 


Publication  Bureau 

issues  a  weekly  bulletin  lincoln  lore 
and  prepares  historical  data  for  re- 
lease in  books.  pamphlets.  magazines, 
and  newspapers. 


INFORMATION    BUREAU 
COMPILES,      INDEXES.      AND     MAKES     AVAIL- 
ABLE  INFORMATION,  BEARING  ON  THE   SUB- 
JECT OF  LINCOLNIANA. 


November  19,  1935 

Mr.  B.  B.  Wilson 
Attorney- 
Jefferson,  Iowa 

Dear  Sir.  Wilson: 

We  are  endeavouring  to  complete  our  collection 
of  Lincoln  Heroic  Statues  in  Bro&ze.  As  we  are 
informed,  you  were  to  donor  of  the  Hastings 
Statue  and  wouldn't  you  be  willing  to  send  us  a 
picture  of  your  contribution  to  your  community? 

Hoping  that  we  will  hear  from  you  soon,  #e  are, 

Tours  very  truly, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


I.  A.   Cook,   Librarian 


Dear   Sir;    You  are  mistaken  about  my  giving  the 


EXHIBIT  BUREAU 
COLLECTS    AND    DISPLAYS    IN    ITS    MUSEUM; 
MANUSCRIPTS.       PORTRAITS,       CURIOS,-     AND  __  rt.  -  x    .  n  ,  M       _x    •  HT      1 

souvenirs  associated  with  LiNcoiLNincoln  Bronze   Statue   of   Lincoln  to  Hastings   ,   Neb. 


I  gave   the   one   to   Jefferson,    Iowa. 


Speakers  bureau 
provides     speakers    for    meetings    of 
civic    clubs.    school    groups,   church 
organizations.  etc. 


Very  tiuly, 


educational  Bureau 
promotes    essay    contests,    arranges 
programs,  and  stimulates  an  interest 
in  the  study  of  lincoln's  life. 


Memorial  bureau 
marks     sites     of    historical    signifi- 
cance,   and    emphasizes     anniversary 
occasions  associated  with  lincoln. 


••THE  CENTER  OF  LINCOLN  INFORMATION  IN  AMERICA* 


HoveHfcer  25,  V 


■5r.  B;  B.  Wilson 

!7ileon  A  Harris 
Box  3(5 

Jefferson    Iowa 

Dear  *!r.  Wilson: 

7e  trere  verv  g£a£  to  ar  pro  ly  to 

our  in^iry.     However,  I  nsuat  iNfttluf?*  oeUi  ilf 

clear  to  yog*  flhen  I  soo^ca  of  the  Sotting*  Statoe, 
I  did  not  vessel  the  one  it  Hastings,  Nebraska    "but 
by  the  Sculptor  Hastings.     1  believ-  that  t  am 
correet  in  thai  Hfr,  Hastings  vaa  the  tealpto?  of 
the  Statue  which  you.  gave  to  Jeferson,  Iowa, 
Portlienaore,   it  is  the  stable  at  Jefferson.  Iowa, 
that  I  wmld  tike  to  secure  a  phot  *£« 

We  have  l^re  in  our  collection  t%e  largest  col- 
lection of  boo^s  ever  asaerabled  sbo-jt  any  one  man 
sinc^  t'-io  ti  *e  of  Bibical  Characters,  there  are 
more  than  four  thousand  in  number.     "7itfa  this  lib- 
rosy  we  are  endeavoring  to  mgfce  a  set  of  -let  ?es 
of  all  shrines  and  statues  which  have  been  erected 
to  t.ie  memorv  ofi  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Trust-  ^  I  have  raade  myself  clear  and  that 

iv  have  fe^e  f>leasure  of  receiving  an  addition  to 
our  collection, 

Tours  vefji  truly, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


!.  A,  Cook,  Librarian 


E.  8.  WILSON 
O.  W.  HARRIS 


LAW  OFFICES  OF 


Wilson  a  Harris 

Home  State  Bank  Building 
JEFFERSON,  IOWA 
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Nov ember      30,    19 C 5 

Lincoln  National 
■^ife  Foundation, 

For  t  1  -■  ayne ,  Indl  ana . 

Gentlemen  ;- 

Replying   to   yours   of  Bov.    25th  in  re     picture  of   Lincoln 
otatue   located    in   Jefferson,    Iowa. 

We   herewith   enclose  picture    of    the    statute.    We  do   not   now    ha ve    a  picture 
of   the   statue   on   the     pedestal —  which   is   about   nine   feet   high.   We   think 
that  we   sent   you   a  picture   of    this    showing   the   pedestal-     several   years 
ago.   The    statue   is    the   important  part   any  way* 


We  trust   this  will  be  what   you  desire. 


Very  truly, 


Mr.   and  Mrs,   S.B.   Wilson, 


a 

By     :  ,• 


( 


E    B.WILSON 
O.W.  HARRIS 


LAW   OFFICES    OF 

Wl  LSON     &     HARRIS 

HOME   STATE    BANK    BUILDING 
JEFFERSON,  IOWA 


August    7,    1939 
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The   Lincoln  National  Life   Insurance  Company, 

Fort   Wayne,   Indiana. 

Gentlemen :- 

For  several  years  I  have  received  your  Lincoln  Lore, 
which  I  greatly  enjoy  and  carefully  file  . 

Your  issue  for  July  17th.  gives  a  list  of  the 
"Lincoln  Shrines"  placed  on  the  Lincoln  Highway,  across  the 

U.S.A. 

I  enclose  post-card  of     a   statue   of  Lincoln   which   is  placed 
on   ^he   Lincoln  Highway,    on   the    south   side   of  the   Court  House 
square,    in   Jefferson,    Iowa.    We  have   a  beautfilul     Court  House 
and  large     grounds,     ^he  position  for   this  fine  bronze   statue 
of  Lincoln,    in   this  place   on   the   Lincoln  Highway,    is   well-chosen. 
It     is  heroic   in   size    ,    placed   on  a  very-well   selected  pedestal, 
with     two  bronze   piaffes,   on   the    side   facing  the  Highway, 
On   the   larger   table t-r-f- the   words   of   the  Gettysburg  Speech, 
and  on   a   small    ,   modest   table   +-he   words. "The   gift  of  Mr.    and  Mrs. 
3.B.    Wilson,    +-o   the  people   of   Greene   County,    Iowa,   and   the 
Lincoln  Highway.    " 

This   shrine   is  not  mentioned  in  your   list  "Lincoln  Shrines  ". 

Very  truly 


Mr.   and  Mrs.  E.B.    Wilson, 


By— 


August  14,    .1939 


Mr.  S.   B.  Wilson 
Wilson  an-1  Harris 
Horns  State  Bank  Building 
Jefferson,   Iowa 

My  dear  Wilson: 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  we  overlooked  the  Lincoln 

statue  in  Jefferson,   Iowa-   as  one  of  the  memorials  to  Lincoln 

on  the  Lincoln  High||ay. 

"■ 

It  was  a  pure  oversight  as  we  were  quite  familiar 
with  the  statue  which  is  located  there. 

You  will  pleaee  find  under  separate  cover  a  "brochure 
which  I  hope  you  will  receive  with  my  compliments  and    in 
which  you  will  find  the  Jefferson  statue  of  Lincoln  mentioned. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW;EB 


Director 


The  Lincoln  Annex 
141  Walton  Park 


Melrose  Highlands  76 
Massachusetts 

7-  ¥->U 
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Jnljr  10,  I*1** 


Mr*  F.  Xm  Bullard 

Lincoln  Annex 

1*1  Walton  Park 

Melroae  Highlands,  76,  Mww. 

Dsar  Mr,  Bullard  J 

We  are  fending  you  our  material  on  the 
V*  Granville  Busting?  etatuee  of  vhioh  there  are 
three,  X  think  you  will  find  suff leient  material 
to  prepare  your  copy.  If  not,  there  are  citationc 
where  other  data  may  "bo  found* 

We  will  1e  happy  to  see  a  copy  of  the 
Aahmun  item* 

Yery  truly  youia*. 


UW:CE5 
L+A  •Warren 


Director 


Iowa  U.  S.  30  Association 

THE  LINCOLN  HIGHWAY 

306  U  est  Lincolnway  BaS  Jefferson,  loua  50129 


Iowa 

a  place  to  grow 
October    12,    1987 


Ruth  E.  Cook 

Assistant  to  the  Director 

The  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  £  Museum 

Box  1110 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Ms.  Cook: 

We  are  so  pleased  you  will  be  using  the  Hastings  Statue 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  your  19  89  certificates  for  the  Boy 
Scout  Pilgrimage. 

I  am  sure  the  local  Boy  Scouts  will  be  interested.   I 
will  get  in  touch  with  their  Scout  Master. 

The  Lincoln  Statue  in  Jefferson  stands  in  a  very  promi- 
nent place  where  their  is  a  lot  of  pedestrian  traffic. 

If  you  would  like  a  colored  35mm  slide  of  the  statue 
please  let  me  know. 

I  believe  the  copies  of  your  Lincoln  statue  material 
is  quite  complete.   I  will  do  some  local  research  and  if 
I  find  any  additional  I  will  send  it  to  you. 

Lynn  Protteau  is  probably  the  best  informed  and  in- 
terested person  about  the  Lincoln  Highway  in  the  United  States. 


JKJ-mo  Dr.  J.  K.  Johnson,  Jr, 

President 


THE  ORATOR 
Jefferson,  Iowa  —  SCULPTOR  —  W.  Granville  Hastings 


LINCOLN  SHRINE 

BOY  SCOUT 

PILGRIMAGE 

FEBRUARY  12 


SPONSORED  BY 

THE  LINCOLN 

LIBRARY  AND 

MUSEUM 
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